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REMEMBER: ALWAYS HAVE AN ADULT PRESENT

WHEN HANDLING SPARKLERS.

WISCONSIN DNR FOREST
FIRE PROTECTION AREAS

FIREWORKS MYTHS
DE-BUNKED
 (APPELLATE COURT RULINGS AND

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION)
�SALES OF RESTRICTED FIREWORKS TO

NONRESIDENTS. There is no exception to
permit requirements for out-of-state
residents. Fireworks may only be sold to
persons outside this state if the fireworks are
shipped to the buyer’s out of state location.

�SALES OF RESTRICTED FIREWORKS TO
RESIDENTS. Individuals cannot obtain or
use permits on behalf of any group unless
they are officers or directors of that group.
A general membership, particularly one
purchased at a fireworks stand at the time
of purchase does not permit a member to
use the group’s permit and is in violation
of Wisconsin Law.

* THE DEGREE OF FOREST FIRE

PROTECTION VARIES BY THE

AMOUNT OF FORESTED LANDS

AND HAZARDS PRESENT IN THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF

THE STATE. COOPERATIVE FOREST FIRE PROTECTION

AREAS CONTAIN THE LEAST AMOUNT OF THESE RISK

FACTORS. THERE ARE NO DNR SUPPRESSION

RESOURCES IN COOP AREAS AND TOWN CHAIRPERSONS

HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FOREST FIRES IN
COOPERATION WITH DNR.

DIVISION OF FORESTRY
P.O. BOX 7921
MADISON, WI 53707-7921
608-267-7494
COVER PHOTO PROVIDED BY WISCONSIN TOURISM. 00140064

FIREWORKS, JULY 4TH, RIVERFEST PARK, LA CROSSE.

THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN ITS EMPLOYMENT,
PROGRAMS, SERVICES, AND FUNCTIONS UNDER AN

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PLAN. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,
PLEASE WRITE TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OFFICE,
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240.

THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE FORMAT

(LARGE PRINT, BRAILLE, AUDIO TAPE ETC.) UPON REQUEST.
PLEASE CALL 608/267-7494 FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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THE PROBLEM
Decades of tragic experience teach this lesson:
Amateur use of fireworks are dangerous!

Fireworks burn hot, some explode and leave little or
no margin for safety when things go wrong.

In truth, that is part of the excitement….in truth,
that is most of the problem!

Based on an eleven-year average from the National
Fire Protection Association, statistics show over
32,000 fires occur annually due to the mishandling
of fireworks. Of this total, 90% are most likely to
occur in the outdoors. Furthermore, over 3000
structures and vehicles will be lost, which leads to
costing the general public over $30 million dollars
in property damage alone. (Source: 7/98 National Fire
Protection Association)

THIS PHOTO SHOWS A FIREWORK CAUSED FIRE IN POLK

COUNTY IN OCTOBER OF 2000. A JUVENILE SHOT A
ROMAN CANDLE OUT OF THE UPSTAIRS WINDOW OF THE

HOUSE. PHOTO PROVIDED BY DNR FIELD STAFF.

In Wisconsin, it is important to note that most
firework use occurs during July 4th when forest fire
danger is usually Low or Moderate. Consequently,
forest fire starts are in direct correlation to fire
danger. During the drought summers of 1987 and
88, firework caused fires spiked. 55 of the 113 fires
in 1987 occurred in a single county where illegal
firework sales were rampant. More disturbing is the
growing trend of firework sales occurring during the
dangerous months of April and May. During this
time, the fire risk caused by firework use is greatly
increased due to dry conditions.

INJURIES
Hospital emergency rooms around the country treat
over 10,000 people annually injured by fireworks.
However, due to the fact that various other injuries are
not treated in emergency rooms, experts believe the
total numbers are much worse! (Source: 1998 NFPA)

Children suffer the majority of fireworks injuries,
most frequently burns and injuries to the eyes and
hands. How do fireworks get into the hands of
children? The unfortunate case is many adults equate
legal with safe. It isn’t so! Small children should never
handle any fireworks! Furthermore, many adults are
confused about what types of fireworks are indeed
legal to purchase and use and what are not.

LEGAL OR NOT?
A more accurate term is restricted or not. The more
contentious fireworks for causing injuries and fires
are those that explode or move erratically, at times,
hundreds of feet from where they are discharged.
Fireworks that leave the ground or blow into pieces,
may not be possessed or used without a valid permit.
Fireworks that “go or blow,” such as firecrackers,
bottle rockets and roman candles, are restricted.

Although all fireworks are extremely dangerous,
the following are examples of commonly known
fireworks that are restricted throughout the State
of Wisconsin:

WISCONSIN ‘FIREWORKS’
CAUSED FIRES 1987-1999

The number of fires started from fireworks each year
is staggering, when understanding that most occur
during the short July 4th period. Individual states’
experience is proportional to use. A greater share of
the problems exist where fireworks are available. In
Wisconsin, where firework use is highly restricted,
the following graph depicts firework caused forest
fires in areas of DNR Fire Protection, which
represents only about half of the land coverage in the
State (see map on back of brochure).

A permit is
required from
the Town Chair, Village President or City Mayor to
discharge these types of devices from the location
where the possession or use is to occur. Permits are
not for individual use and must state when and
where the fireworks will be discharged. An elected
official may only issue fireworks permits to civic
organizations and other groups for use at a specific
time and place. Valid permits must be obtained prior
to the purchase of the fireworks.

Unrestricted, no permit required “fireworks” include
smoke producing devices, fountains and sparklers.
These are the only “fireworks” allowed for sale
without a permit in Wisconsin.
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